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1 . THIS CABLE FORWARDS PROPOSED TALKING POINTS FOR THE 
AMBASSADOR'S USE WHEN THE "REPORT ON THE SITUATION IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN MAY-NOVEMBER 1977" (MED REPORT) IS REVIEWED 
BY THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL (NAC) ON NOVEMBER 23. 

ACTION REQUEST DEPT APPROVAL AND COMMENTS ON PROPOSED 
MED REPORT TALKING POINTS AS WELL AS SUPPLEMENTARY TALK- 
ING POINTS ON MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENTS. SEE PARA 4. 

2. WE APPRECIATE THE USEFUL GUIDANCE PROVIDED IN REF 

B ON THE DRAFT VERSION OF THE REPORT (REF C) AND MOST OF 
THE CHANGES HAVE BEEN INCORPORATED INTO THE CURRENT 
VERSION (REF A). FURTHER MODIFICATIONS ARE NOT NORMALLY 
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MADE AT THE TIME OF THE NAC REVIEW BUT COMMENTS AND 
CORRECTIONS WILL BE MADE ORALLY BY THE PERMREPS AS THEY 
CONSIDER THE REPORT ON NOVEMBER 23. THESE COMMENTS THEN 
BECOME PART OF THE LARGER RECORD SURROUNDING THE REPORT. 

3. BEGIN TEXT OF DRAFT TALKING POINTS: WE APPROVE THE 
REPORT AND CONTINUE TO FIND IT A HIGHLY USEFUL SUMMARY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AND ANALYSIS OF EVENTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, PARTICULARLY 
REGARDING SOVIET PENETRATION IN THE REGION. 

- WE HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH THE ANALYSIS IN PARA 14 ON THE 
JOINT US-SOVIET DECLARATION. HOWEVER, RECENT EVENTS HAVE 
OBVIOUSLY ADDED A NEW DIMENSION. THE RECORD OF OUR 
DISCUSSION TODAY SHOULD REFLECT THAT THESE DRAMATIC EVENTS 
HAVE TAKEN PLACE FOLLOWING THE DRAFTING OF THE REPORT. 

- WE NOTE WITH INTEREST THE COMMENT IN THE REPORT ON THE 
RECENT RISE IN NUMBER OF SOVMEDRON SURFACE COMBATANTS 
APPROACHING 1975 LEVELS. WE AGREE IT IS TOO EARLY TO SAY 
IF THIS REPRESENTS A PERMANENT TREND, BUT WE SHOULD 
CERTAINLY WATCH IT CAREFULLY. 

- WE AGREE THAT THE SOVIET EFFORTS TO GAIN ACCESS TO 
SUPPORT FACILITIES FOR THE SOVMEDRON HAVE LED TO SOME 
SUCCESSES, BUT WE DOUBT THIS IMPROVEMENT HAS OVERCOME THE 
LOSS OF ALEXANDRIA IN 1976. 

- THE REPORT DESCRIBES IN SOME DETAIN THE CONTINUED 
JOCKEYING BETWEEN THE USSR AND YUGOSLAVIA RELATING TO THE 
FORMER S WISH FOR INCREASED ACCESS TO YUGOSLAV SHIPYARDS. 
YUGOSLAVIA EVIDENTLY CONTINUES TO HOLD FIRM AGAINST THIS 
SOVIET DESIRE FOR GREATER ACCESS; THIS IS A KEY BAROMETER 

OF USSR- YUGOSLAV RELATIONS WHICH WE MUST MONITOR CLOSELY. 
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END TEXT. 

4. ACTION REQUEST: WASHINGTON APPROVAL AND COMMENTS ON 
THE TALKING POINTS AS WELL AS ANY COMMENTS ON THE REPORT 
ITSELF BY OOB NOVEMBER 23 OR EARLIER IF POSSIBLE. IN 
ADDITION, WE WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO GIVE THE ALLIES SOME 
INITIAL USG REACTIONS ON THE SADAT VISIT TO ISRAEL AND 
WOULD APPRECIATE ANY TALKING POINTS THE DEPARTMENT COULD 
PROVIDE US FOR USE ON NOVEMBER 23. GLITMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Nov-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977USNAT01 1561 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770433-0220 
Format: TEL 
From: USNATO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 9771 139/aaaabhhx. tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: d7a03816-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 USNATO 1 1 508, 77 STATE 77 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 520420 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPORT ON THE SITUATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN MAY-NOVEMBER 1977 
TAGS: PORG, MILI, XF, XG, XI, NATO 
To: STATE DOD 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d7a03816-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



